
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 – Monday of Holy Week  
March 29, 2021 
 

You are invited to reflection on the pilgrimage graces we receive from the Shrine in 
the light how they will help us in our “massive conversion: 

 

The Three Original Pilgrimage Graces   (Words from Father Kentenich) 
I am thinking of the original, threefold pilgrimage grace which, according to our 
simple faith, is distributed here in Schoenstatt: the grace of spiritual transformation, 
of being spiritually at home, and an apostolic spirit. 

If these are the graces of pilgrimage, which we can expect to receive here; if through 
our consecration we are drawn in a mysterious way into this work, it means that we 
have the preeminent and exceptional right, firstly, to more profound and 
comprehensive spiritual transformation…  

I am given a new right to the grace of transformation. From whom can I expect to be 
given this grace of spiritual transformation? The Blessed Mother. 

There is a second right: Even when our passions are silent, there is a wound we all 
have to bear as a result of original sin; there is this inertia towards the supernatural, 
this lack of responsiveness to the Divine, and the strong susceptibility for all that is 
merely natural, of this world, and the enjoyments of the world. So what can we 
expect? Simply a special right to the intercession of the Blessed Mother. She has to 
help us to increasingly overcome this lack of responsiveness to the supernatural, and 
to preserve our ideal.  



A second grace is that of being spiritually at home, the pilgrimage grace of being 
spiritually sheltered. Here in Schoenstatt we have found a high degree of being 
sheltered at this place, as well as in the heart of the Blessed Mother and the thinking 
of the Family. Indeed we are sheltered in ultimate fundamental structures. A 
spiritual current is beginning in the Family that gives expression to the strong need 
not just to love, but to have clear knowledge. We need clear knowledge. There is a 
strong longing for ultimate ideas and reasoning. I think that even those in the Family 
at large, who have already consecrated themselves in the past years, are beginning 
to long to be spiritually at home from this point of view. Of course, the ultimate 
reality, the main point, is to love without knowing it. However, the emphasis on 
emotions has also to be governed by ideas. 

Being at home in the Family is, finally, also being at home with the people in the 
Family, the people who make up the Family. 

The third pilgrimage grace is the apostolic spirit, and this to a heightened degree. It 
is not just an apostolic spirit in general terms; we may and must also go out as 
apostles of the MTA. 

                     Father Joseph Kentenich, The Shrine Source of Life, 61-63, Conference from 1938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


