
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3 – Wednesday of Holy Week  
March 31, 2021 
 

You are invited to reflection on little virtues as taught by Father Kentenich and as 
they presented in the text Everyday Sanctity: 

 

Father Kentenich’s spirit of charity proved itself in his attitude.  

During the long years of exile, Fr. Kentenich was able to lead a very ordered and 
constant rhythm through the day, one that was quite different to the years of intense 
activity in the past and his international journeys (1947-1951). He rose very early 
because he celebrated Holy Mass at 5:50am. He spent the mornings answering his 
mail, dictating to his secretary or receiving visitors. (He adapted repeatedly to 
circumstances or, we would do better to say, to what God wanted of him through them 
each time). He had lunch but not supper with the other priests belonging to his 
community. Fr. Benjamin Pereira, Rector of the Seminary of the Archdiocese of 
Santiago, Chile, spent some months in the same house with him. He describes Fr. 
Kentenich's fraternal, social attitude: “At table he was always concerned about the 
others. He adapted himself to the topic of conversation raised by the others and joined 
in, even if the topic was of no special importance. Everything was important to him. 
In all probability, he knew the other occupants of the house better than anyone else, 
although many appeared indifferent towards him. He was a pleasant confrère in the 
community, simple and unassuming.”                      Father Esteban Uriburu, A Father to Many, 142-43 



 

Father Kentenich’s spirit of charity proved itself in his gratitude. 
Joseph was a few days late in joining the winter semester 1899/1900, but he had no 
difficulty in catching up with the rhythm of studies. He was a hard-working and hard-
striving student. He soon made good contact with his teacher, Fr. Johann Mayer, and 
sent him a 55-line poem for Christmas that year. It was entitled “The Gift of the Wise” 
and was accompanied by the following dedication: “Herewith I wish to express my 
sincere gratitude for all the kindness you have shown me in the short time I have 
been here and particularly for the consolation you have given me in my 
circumstances. May God reward you. I shall remember you daily in my prayers, that 
you may be given the necessary strength to lead us correctly and keep us on the good 
path, and that the heavy burden of your duties may be lightened. Once again 
thanking you for everything, I remain your grateful scholar and pupil, Joseph 
Kentenich.” Gratitude, the mark of all noble-minded souls, was to accompany him 
throughout his life. He was grateful to the living God and to others.  

Father Esteban Uriburu, A Father to Many, 22 
 

The Little Virtues (from Everyday Sanctity) 
 

These virtues are referred to as little only because in the eyes of the world they are 
hardly respected or valued at all. The everyday saint focuses special attention on 
them because they help him form the life of each day into a pattern of holiness. 

Following the example of St. Francis de Sales, Father Roberti wrote a book on the 
little virtues.  In it he explains their merit: 

"There are many, and I will briefly enumerate them:  Forbearance toward an ill-
tempered neighbor and readiness to forgive him even when one cannot count on 
similar consideration; a kindliness which does not seem to notice obvious faults—
which, as you can see, is the opposite of the unhappy knack of revealing the faults 
of others; a certain sympathy Which makes the suffering of the unhappy and 
depressed their own and a joyfulness which shares the happiness of the fortunate 
in order to increase it; a certain pliability of mind, which willingly accepts the 
opinions of others as the reasonable and right thing—even though at first sight it 
does not see the reasonableness of the matter and which, without jealousy, pays 
tribute to the other's better knowledge; a certain consideration which anticipates 
the needs of others in order to spare them pain and save them the humiliation of 
asking for one's help; a magnanimity of heart, which tries always to do what lies 
in its power to help and be pleasing and which desires to do more than it is able; 
a friendly popularity which listens to bores without showing any sign of feeling 
bored and which instructs the ignorant without hurting their feelings; a certain 
politeness which does not show the false friendliness of worldly people as 
regarding manners but sincere Christian affection." (…) 

… where patience with the faults of others is prompted by a deep love, it stands as a 
summary of all the little virtues; if it is condemned, then all the little virtues are also 
condemned.  Difficulties have their origin in the tension which exists between 
meekness—as a consequence of love—and justice and love of truth. (…)  


