
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 2 – Tuesday of Holy Week  
March 30, 2021 
 

Our world needs practical Faith in Divine Providence. 
[In response] We must penetrate the depths of the spirit of practical faith in Divine 
Providence more intensely that we have until now, teach our followers to do the same, 
and help in that way to form creative personalities, persons who create history, 
neither activists nor passivists. Activists want to determine world order according to 
their own wishes; they separate themselves from God and tradition. The passivist 
sits back and leaves the government of the world to the godless. People who create 
history join God the Creator and would like to share in his creative activity, his 
knowledge, will and actions. 

Second, we should ascend to and enter the supernatural world and lead those 
entrusted to our care to do the same.  

Third, we men should embody, much more than we have until now, the image of 
Father God in order to help humanity acquire the natural, sound experience of being 
a child. Then the world will become capable of opening itself to the thought and 
experience of God. 

Present times do not only flee from God. They are also addicted to the world. Falling 
away from God means destruction. Those who break with God are bound to see the 
gradual decay of their inner faculties, for they will find a substitute god – usually the 
world… The addiction of present-day Christians and Catholics to the world depletes 
their inner resistance and robs them of the impetus needed to commit themselves 
radically to religious values, to the Church.                      
                                                           Father Joseph Kentenich, Forming the New Person, 21-22 



Defining Divine Providence? 
Divine Providence is the source of recognition for our family, and the very great gift 
which the Blessed Mother wants to give us from here again is the growth, heroic 
growth of faith in Divine Providence. May I ask you again: Does the family give us 
the necessary qualification to signal and realize the great goal which the capsule 
wants to reach? If we, the older ones, ask the young generation once - did they 
experience already that we look at life, at the world, essentially differently than in 
former times? And if we ask the young generation what they noticed especially in the 
older generation, we would not be surprised if they would mention the pronounced 
spirit of faith, faith in Divine Providence. 

I also know a second answer which we and you have given to one another. What 
attracted the young generation to the older one again and again is the enthusiasm 
with which they removed obstacles, the ardor of a truly deep family love. You see, the 
family lives not only from the spirit of faith - especially faith in Divine Providence - 
but also and in a pronounced manner from the glow of love, a divine and genuinely 
human love. (…) 

Do you understand the difference? Human providence does exist. We think, we 
consider, we plan, and we care. But there is also a divine providence. The great art in 
our life consists in coordinating our providence, our plan, with the divine plan. You 
see, that is the great, essential chaos in our life: We often make our plans without 
(searching) for God's plan. Of course, we do not want to say that we should make no 
plans, but we want to keep in mind: always in dependence upon God's plan. 

And what may be the reason that our plans, although we are Christians, often do not 
harmonize with God's plan? The ultimate reason and the difference is that we only 
plan for life on earth. You see, the good God has completely different goals in the 
government of the world, also in directing my life. And what is  the ultimate goal of 
his guidance? That is not in this world; that is in another world. What does he want? 
He wants to direct my life. He wants to guide the life of all people so that I and all 
people may ultimately share in the trinitarian, the divine life of the Trinity all 
throughout eternity.  

You see, where the goal is different, where I usually am too earthly in my thinking, 
and God's thinking is mostly concerned with supernature, the plans are often in 
opposition. When I make my plans, I consider: What must I do that I and my children 
have a good life, that is, a good life in this world - not only economical well-being, but 
(also) that my children will be educated in such a manner that they can be 
independent later on. A very concrete, tangible goal. But the ultimate norm for the 
good God is: What can and should I do so that all people will get to heaven and attain 
the ultimate goal? Isn't it true, therefore, the heaviest cross and suffering may have 
a very deep meaning when the good God directs my life.  

Father Joseph Kentenich, OME, #21, 98-99; 127, May 29, 1961 

  


