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Crowns of Gratitude Part 3 

Diane Czerwiecki – Massachusetts 

May 1, 2021 online presentation – 100th Anniversary of Women in Schoenstatt 

 

Mary crowned Queen in Schoenstatt Shrine in New York 

We now come to two crowning stories from New England, one from Staten Island, New 

York and one from Massachusetts. 

Schoenstatt Sister of Mary Barbara Ebbe gives us the background for how “coronation 

on the East Coast is closely tied to Father Kentenich.” Father Kentenich’s exile here in 

the U.S. was over, but he had one more stop to make. His flight to Rome was via 

Kennedy Airport in New York. Since there were several hours in between flights, Father 

Kentenich visited the sisters’ house that had recently been purchased in Staten Island. 

Schoenstatt’s founder had brought with him a very special gift, a crown. During his visit, 

he gave a talk at the house in Staten Island and at the end of the talk he turned to our 

MTA and prayed, “Look here at the wonderfully beautiful crown. You will receive it when 

you have fulfilled our wish, our petition. (This request was to have a shrine.) And if you 

do not fulfill it, you will not receive the crown. Therefore, if you have the longing to 

receive a crown … a most beautiful crown … then you know what you have to do.” 

Really, bribing the Blessed Mother! I liked that idea and actually used it in 

Massachusetts; more about that later. 

The Schoenstatt Family in New York took what Father Kentenich had said into their 

hearts and truly lived their covenant of love by bringing many contributions to the capital 

of grace. The Blessed Mother really wanted that crown and rewarded the New York 

family for their loyalty to their covenant of love by, twelve years later, giving them the 

Shrine of Light. What a great example of: Nothing without You, Nothing without Us. 

Mary: Queen in the Home Shrine 

I would like to share a story from New York about a crown. This story stresses the idea 

that when we offer the Blessed Mother a crown, we don’t want to be offering her an 

‘empty crown.’ What we mean by that is, we don’t want her crown to simply be a 

symbol. We want her crown to have meaning attached to it. We want it to be a reflection 

of our love, our sacrifices, our needs. We want her crown to reflect our part of our 

covenant relationship. 

This crowning was to be a home shrine crowning. The family decided to make their own 

crown. They made their crown in the shape of the crown that Father Kentenich had 

given Staten Island as a gift. The family had some shells that had been saved from a 

vacation. The children came up with the idea that since the shells were home to little 
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creatures and the crown they were making was going to be in their home shrine, that 

their crown should have shells on it. The family offered many prayers and sacrifices that 

were then symbolized by a shell placed on the crown. Pearls were placed at the base of 

the crown to symbolize the time, effort, and pain it takes an oyster to form a pearl. Sister 

Barbara tells us that "Mom and Dad would relate very well to the pearls as the children 

grew into the teenage years.” Before going to church one day, one of the young children 

lost a tooth and didn’t want to go anywhere because she believed she looked ugly with 

her missing tooth. Quite a bit of drama followed with the child offering her tooth for the 

crown in remembrance of “the greatest trauma of her young life.” The tooth is part of the 

crown to this day. Sister Barbara tells us, “Each child in the family had a symbol in the 

crown which they remember and point to today after almost a half-century for one of 

them. A stone shaped like a flame convinced them that the title Ver Sacrum (Holy 

Springtime) was the title the Blessed Mother wanted. She even convinced them that this 

crown was the one she wanted; not a golden crown made by a master craftsman. 

Reflection questions: 

 Why did this Schoenstatt Family wait to offer the Blessed Mother her crown? 

 In the given example, what did the family in New York do to make their home 

shrine crowning meaningful? 

 How have you prepared for crowning the MTA in your home shrine? 

Mary: Crowned Queen in Massachusetts 

In Westfield, Massachusetts, I decided to follow Father Kentenich’s example in New 

York but with a slight difference. We already had a crown for our MTA picture in 

Massachusetts. The idea had come about that we needed a ‘special place’ where we 

could install our altar and MTA picture, which were currently housed in the basement of 

our movement house. It was decided that we would convert our garage into a ‘Place of 

Grace.’ 

The process was stalled for over a year with one obstacle after another, so… I decided 

that I would remove the crown over our MTA. I bargained with the Blessed Mother and 

told her that if she wanted her crown back; she would have to see to it that our project 

would go forward. Well… you know they say be careful what you wish for; the Blessed 

Mother must have really wanted her crown back because all of a sudden doors started 

opening faster than we could go through them! The project was completed and our altar 

and the Blessed Mother’s picture were installed in our ‘Place of Grace’ on the 

anniversary of Father Kentenich’s ordination, July 8, 2017.  

Many of the members were surprised that the Blessed Mother’s crown was not on the 

picture at that time. The Blessed Mother had done her part in securing the ‘Place of 

Grace’, but we, as the Schoenstatt Family in MA, had to do our part. We could have just 

put the crown on the MTA picture, but we decided that we, as the Schoenstatt Family in 
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MA, needed to strive to be worthy of presenting the Blessed Mother with her crown. As 

a result, for the next year, we worked at truly being covenant partners with the Blessed 

Mother and offered her our failures, successes, sacrifices, sufferings, and of course 

prayers and joys. On August 22, 2018, the feast of the Queenship of Mary, we re-

crowned our MTA. 

We can see from the previous examples, there are many reasons why we crown in 

Schoenstatt. We crown because we believe that our Blessed Mother, as Queen Mother, 

has power and authority given to her by God. Because of this, we have faith, confidence 

and trust that she will be our advocate as our covenant partner. She will be victorious 

over the powers of evil and guide and protect us during difficult times. Whether it be 

overcoming war, theft, a deadly disease, or helping with a mission, we know we are on 

the winning team with the Blessed Mother and her Son. 

We can’t forget that we not only crown the Blessed Mother in times of need, but also in 

times of thanksgiving. We thank her for all she has done for us and for rewarding us for 

our faith in her by answering our needs. 

Reflection questions: 

 What was the intention of the Schoenstatt Family in Massachusetts when the 

Blessed Mothers crown was removed? 

 What was done in preparation for the re-crowning? 

Mary: Queen in our Everyday Life 

Finally, let us discuss how crowning the Blessed Mother can personally affect our lives.  

The motto for the 100th anniversary of women in Schoenstatt is: Woman touched by 

God, Authentic Reflection of Mary. If we are truly aspiring to be authentic reflections of 

Mary; she has a crown. Do we have crowns? It would be easy enough to make a crown 

or buy one and put it on our heads. Would that suffice?  

Going back to the article that Sister Lioba Ruprecht wrote, she recalled the time in 1939 

when the sisters formed a protective wall around the original shrine. She stated “They 

wanted to be the living crown of Mary through an authentic life. Crowning means 

breathing out one’s own weakness and neediness and breathing in the strength that 

Mary intercedes for us. With new courage, life can go on.”1 

It struck me when she said the sisters wanted to be the living crown of Mary through an 

authentic life. In order for us to have a crown we need to be a living crown of Mary and 

we accomplish this through being authentic, through being a real reflection of Mary. We 

need to walk the walk and not just talk the talk. 

                                                           
1  Sister M. Lioba Ruprecht, ‘Crowning is like exhaling and inhaling,’Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary website: 
  s-ms.org   10/8/2019 (Online) Available: https://www.s-ms.org/en/2019/10/08/crowning-is-like-exhaling-and-

inhaling/ 

https://www.s-ms.org/en/2019/10/08/crowning-is-like-exhaling-and-inhaling/
https://www.s-ms.org/en/2019/10/08/crowning-is-like-exhaling-and-inhaling/


4 
 

How can we accomplish being a living crown of Mary? There is a book that the young 

girls in Schoenstatt have, called ‘Mary’s Virtues -The Jewels of Her Crown.’  We can 

take a lesson from our young members and practice Mary’s virtues. What are they? 

There are many, but the ones stressed in the book are Gratitude, Patience, Generosity, 

Loyalty, Obedience, Joy, and Honesty. When we practice these virtues, our lives will be 

changed. By practicing Mary’s virtues we breathe out our own weakness and neediness 

and breathe in the strength of Mary. 

It was beautiful to see the contributions to the capital of grace slips prepared in 

preparation for the women’s conference. The slips mentioned patience, honesty, loyalty, 

generosity, gratitude, purity, and joy. Perfect! If we use these, we are not only practicing 

Our Lady’s virtues, but we are helping each other to practice her virtues. 

We, in unity as women members of Schoenstatt, are helping each other to contribute to 

Mary’s living breathing crown here on earth. 

If we are faithful to the ideal of making Mary’s crown come alive here on earth, then one 

day, Mary and Jesus will reward us with our own crowns in heaven. 

Reflection questions: 

 What have we been doing to prepare our hearts as a living crown for the 100 

anniversary of women in Schoenstatt? 

 What can we still do during the month of May to be our MTA’s living crown? 

 How does the preparation prayer inspire us to be Mary’s living crown? 

 

 

 


