
1 
 

Crowns of Gratitude Part 2 

Diane Czerwiecki – Massachusetts 

May 1, 2021 online presentation – 100th Anniversary of Women in Schoenstatt 

 

Mary as Queen: Schoenstatt History 

We will now look at a few examples of crowning in the history of Schoenstatt. The first 

crowning took place in 1939. Let us look at what was happening in Schoenstatt at this 

time. We learn from the book titled ‘A Movement in Chains,’ that in the spring of 1939, 

the Nazis closed the Pallottine House of Studies and turned it into a school for national-

socialist teachers. On May 27, at the opening of the new school, a district leader of the 

Nazi party took the opportunity to declare “that a new German spirit was now entering 

the walls…Thereupon the swastika was hoisted in the courtyard facing the Shrine; 

another swastika covered the picture of the Blessed Mother over the main entrance.” 

On September 1, 1939, World War II began with Hitler’s invasion of Poland. 

World War II: Protection for Schoenstatt and the Founder 

With the events that were unfolding in 1939, the Schoenstatt sisters, on May 31st, 

formed a physical ring around the Schoenstatt Shrine. The idea was that through their 

prayers and sacrifices, they would help protect the Shrine. On October 18th, which was 

the 25th Anniversary of the movement, Father Kentenich encouraged the sisters to 

present the Blessed Mother with a special gift, a crown. December 10th was the day the 

crown was presented to the Blessed Mother. “On that day the Mother Thrice Admirable 

in her Schoenstatt Shrine received the signs of her Queenship:  the crown, the scepter, 

and the Ver Sacrum lamp. The petition was clear: the physical and spiritual protection of 

the place and work of Schoenstatt. The form of the petition was placing everything in 

the hands of the heavenly Queen: Through this festive crown we elect you anew and 

forever as Queen of our hearts, as Queen, Mother, and Superior of our Family and the 

whole world…”1 

At Father Kentenich’s request, two of the sisters wrote a song for the day which is our 

“Protect us with Your Mantle.”2 

Mary: Queen of Bread 

On March 13, 1942, Father Kentenich arrived at Dachau. During his time at Dachau, the 

food rations got so scarce that more and more of the inmates were dying from hunger. 

Father Kentenich decided to crown the Blessed Mother as the ‘Queen of Bread’ 

                                                           
1 J. Niehaus, Brushstrokes #3: Tested by Fire, 34-35. 
2 J. Niehaus, Movement in Chains, 4. Cf. Brushstrokes #3, 36-37. 



2 
 

and some of the inmates were saved when shortly afterwards food parcels were 

permitted to be sent to prisoners in the camp. 

During Father’s incarceration at the camp, he was able to actively spread the word 

about Schoenstatt. He was able to introduce Schoenstatt spirituality among the 

prisoners to the point where they were forming groups. Father also gave talks to the 

priests in Dachau and at one of the talks, on October 18, 1944, the Blessed Mother was 

formally elected Queen of the Camp and of the World. 

Although Father Kentenich and the movement had to endure terrible struggles during 

the Nazi regime, particularly his time in Dachau, the Blessed Mother rewarded them for 

honoring her as Queen and giving her a crown and scepter. Our Queen blessed the 

movement with many “treasures” including our prayer book Heavenwards,3 which 

Father Kentenich wrote while in Dachau; the establishment of Schoenstatt as an 

international movement, due to the many contacts Schoenstatt’s founder had with 

priests from all over Europe while in Dachau, and also the Adoration Church on Mount 

Schoenstatt was promised to be built by the Schoenstatt Sisters in thanksgiving to the 

Blessed Mother and God for their protection of Father Kentenich and the movement 

throughout World War II. 

Reflection questions: 

 Why did Father Kentenich want to honor our MTA as Queen in 1939? 

 How did Mary, as Queen, help Father Kentenich in the concentration camp at the 

time of starvation? 

Mary as Queen: in recent times 

Further examples of crowning in Schoenstatt include the 25th anniversary celebration of 

the MTA crowning on September 18, 2019, at the Cor Ecclesiae Shrine in Rome. The 

Mother Thrice Admirable had originally been crowned on September 15, 1994. At the 

coronation it was asked of the MTA to help the movement fulfill its mission for the 

Church and that Father Kentenich be declared a saint. In her article, reporting on the 

event, Schoenstatt Sister of Mary Lioba Ruprecht recalled the time in 1939 when the 

sisters formed a protective wall around the Original Shrine. She states, “They wanted to 

be the living crown of Mary through an authentic life. Crowning means breathing out 

one’s own weakness and neediness and breathing in the strength that Mary intercedes 

for us. With new courage, that life can go on.”4 

Unfortunately, on January 18, 2018, one of our MTA’s crowns was stolen. It was the 

crown from the Cenacle Shrine in Bellavista, Chile. This crown had a special 

significance because it was the crown that Father Kentenich had given to the Blessed 

Mother after the Schoenstatt’s third milestone of May 31st, 1949.  

                                                           
3 J. Niehaus, Movement in Chains, 121, Cf. Brushstrokes #3, 241-250. 
4 Sister M. Lioba Ruprecht, ‘Crowning is like exhaling and inhaling,’ Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary website:  
s-ms.org10/8/2019  (Online) Available: https://www.s-ms.org/en/2019/10/08/crowning-is-like-exhaling-and-
inhaling/ 

https://www.s-ms.org/en/2019/10/08/crowning-is-like-exhaling-and-inhaling/
https://www.s-ms.org/en/2019/10/08/crowning-is-like-exhaling-and-inhaling/
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In Schoenstatt, Sister of Mary Jimena Alliende’s article entitled:  ‘There is hope:  a 

crown’, she tells us:  “And so a coronation current was born. The members of the 

movement, the institutes and federations joined the idea of a renewal of the coronation. 

A Sister of Mary, who is a goldsmith, made a crown identical to the original one.  

“Schoenstatt throughout the world must join this coronation current, because the 

mission of May 31st belongs to all who have sealed the Covenant of Love. It is the 

crown of a mission, the crown of the Queen who has committed herself to save the 

Occident (the Western world) from ruin. … We believe that this crown will be decisive 

for the destiny of our country and beyond.”5 

On March 25, 2020, the feast of the Annunciation, in response to the coronavirus crisis, 

the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary around the globe offered the Blessed Mother all the 

crowns that had ever been offered to her either by individual sisters, provinces, or 

house communities. The sisters prayed for all those affected by the virus and asked our 

MTA to show her power and be victorious over this deadly disease. There is a beautiful 

video showing this ceremony on YouTube entitled, ‘A Crown for a Crown.’ 

Mary: Queen of Spiritual and Physical Health 

The entire Schoenstatt Movement also had an opportunity to respond to the coronavirus 

crisis. On April 15, 2020, we had the opportunity to join the International Schoenstatt 

Movement in crowning the Blessed Mother as “Queen of Spiritual and Physical Health.” 

There was a mass that was streamed from the Original Shrine in Germany. I believe 

everyone is attuned to the fact that the word corona means crown. In reading the signs 

of the time, the entire movement could participate in an “international crowning” of our 

MTA. As the MTA in the Original Shrine was crowned, we were asked to participate by 

crowning the Blessed Mother in our home shrines.  

This was such a beautiful moment, not only because the entire movement was crowning 

together, but also because we were following the example that our founder, Father 

Kentenich, had given us. Erin Carelse tells us that, “Father Joseph Kentenich often 

crowned the Blessed Mother at various crucial points in the history of his life’s work and 

in moments of great difficulty, calling on her to protect her children in times of need, and 

entrusting impossible situations into her care and prayers.”6 

Reflection questions: 

 Why did Father Kentenich often crown the Blessed Mother? 

 Why did the Schoenstatt Family crown in 2020? 

 Did you participate? 

                                                           
5 Sister M. Jimena Alliende, ‘There is hope: a crown,’Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary website: s-ms.org 
2/17/2020(Online) Available:  https://www.s-ms.org/en/2020/02/17/there-is-hope-a-crown/ 
6 Erin Carelse, ‘Why Schoenstatt Gave Our Lady a New Crown,’ The Southern Cross, April 25, 2020 
  (Online)  Available:  https://www.scross.co.za/2020/04/why-schoenstatt-gave-our-lady-a-new-crown/ 

https://www.s-ms.org/en/2020/02/17/there-is-hope-a-crown/
https://www.scross.co.za/2020/04/why-schoenstatt-gave-our-lady-a-new-crown/

