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We are at the beginning of May, the month that the Catholic Church has traditionally 

dedicated to Mary. During this month, many churches honor Mary by having a crowning 

ceremony, wherein a statue of Mary is crowned. Many times the ceremony is performed 

by the First Communion children who present the Blessed Mother with a crown of 

flowers. 

We in Schoenstatt also crown our Blessed Mother. We crown the Pilgrim MTA images, 

our home shrine pictures, and the MTA images in each of our Schoenstatt shrines. The 

Schoenstatt Family here in Westfield, Massachusetts presented the Blessed Mother, for 

a second time, with a crown on August 22, 2018, the feast of the Queenship of Mary. I 

say a second time because we had originally crowned our MTA image many years 

before. So not only do we crown, sometimes we re-crown the Blessed Mother. 

Where did this idea of crowning the Blessed Mother come from? Why do we crown? 

What is the significance of giving the Blessed Mother a crown? Is something required of 

us before we crown an image of the Blessed Mother? 

This talk will address the biblical and church history behind why we crown, the history of 

crowning in Schoenstatt, and finally how crowning the Blessed Mother can personally 

affect our own lives. 

Mary as Queen: Biblical context 

In explaining the biblical history of Mary as Queen, I used as reference material an 

article entitled, ‘Is Mary’s Queenship Biblical?’ by Edward Sri.1 

The idea of the Blessed Mother as Queen can be traced back to the Old Testament. In 

the ancient kingdoms, including the Davidic Kingdom, it was not the wife of the king who 

ruled as queen, but rather the mother of the King, who was called the “queen mother”. 

She was not only queen in name, but she was honored and respected by her son, the 

king, as well as all the people of the kingdom. She also served as an intercessor for the 

people by relaying their requests to the king. 

An example of the queen mother’s role can be seen in 1Kings 2:19-20. Bathsheba 

became the “queen mother” because she was the mother of King Solomon. “Then 

Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah, and the king stood up to 

meet her and paid her homage. Then he sat down upon his throne, and a throne was 

provided for the king’s mother, who sat at his right. “There is one small favor I would ask 
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of you,” she said. “Do not refuse me.”  “Ask it, my mother,” the king said to her, “for I will 

not refuse you.” 

It is very important to note that Bathsheba, the “queen mother”, sits at the right hand of 

her son, King Solomon. In the Bible, to sit at the right hand was the highest honor. This 

signaled that, as the queen mother, she had power and authority that was second only 

to her son, the king. 

The passage from Kings also shows how the “queen mother” acts as an intercessor for 

the people. It states, “Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah.” 

Obviously Adonijah wanted a favor from the king and he knew that, as “queen mother” 

she had influence with the king and he was sure that she could help him. 

So, if the mother of the king is “queen mother”, does she have a crown? In the Old 

Testament, God speaks to Jeremiah and says: “Say to the king and to the queen 

mother: Come down from your throne; From your heads fall your magnificent crowns.” 

From this passage we can see that not only does the king have a throne and a crown, 

but the “queen mother” also has one. 

In the Old Testament, there were prophecies that spoke of a future king. In Isaiah 7:13-

14, we read, “Listen, O house of David! Is it not enough for you to weary men, must you 

also weary my God? Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: The virgin shall 

be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.”  We know that Immanuel 

means: God is with us. As a result, this passage tells us the Messiah will be born from a 

virgin and that the virgin will be from the house of David. 

This ties in with the New Testament when we read in Luke 1:26-38, describing the 

Annunciation, “The angel Gabriel was sent from God… to a virgin betrothed to a man 

named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. ….Behold, you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be 

great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne 

of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 

So now we have the virgin and the house of David that was mentioned in the Old 

Testament. Mary is told that God will give her son the throne of David and he will rule 

over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end. If God is going to give 

her son a throne and a kingdom, then he will be a king. In keeping with the Davidic 

kingdom tradition of the mother of the king being the queen mother, then Mary, being 

the mother of Jesus, is also a queen mother. As such, she is revered, by both the king 

and his people, and she has power, because she has influence with Jesus, and can be 

an intercessor for the people. The passage also states that her son’s kingdom will never 

end. Well if this is so, his kingdom must be eternal. As such, Jesus would be King of 

Heaven and Mary, as the mother of the king, would be the Queen of Heaven. 
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One of my favorite passages to read from the Bible is the Visitation (Luke 1: 39-56) and 

the picture I like the most, depicting the meeting between Elizabeth and Mary, is one in 

which Elizabeth is coming down the steps to meet Mary and has her arms wide open 

and a big smile on her face. Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary is very telling when she says, 

“And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”  It is 

important to take note of the words Elizabeth uses to address Mary. In ancient times, 

the king would also be referred to as “my Lord.” When Elizabeth says “the mother of my 

Lord” she is welcoming Mary as the king’s mother or the queen mother.  

Another example of Mary’s queenship in the New Testament happens in the book of 

Revelation 12:1. “A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with 

the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.” It is said the twelve 

stars are symbolic of the twelve tribes of Israel as well as the twelve apostles. Mary’s 

crown in this case is a link between the Old and New Testaments, between the Jewish 

people and the Gentiles. She is truly queen of the people of God. 

Reflection questions: 

 What attributes does the Queen-Mother have in the Old Testament? 

 How do these attributes show in the life of Mary? 

 At the Visitation: how does Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary show recognition of her 

status as Queen-Mother? 

Mary as Queen: From the History of the Catholic Church 

There are other examples from the Bible which point to Mary as queen, but now we will 

go on to how the Catholic Church has regarded crowning throughout history. 

As our own Schoenstatt Sister of Mary Jean Frisk tells us, “Since the Council of Nicea in 

787, the Church has often asserted that it is lawful to venerate images of Christ, Mary, 

and the saints. …As the official Liturgical Order of Crowning an Image of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary states: Coronation is one form of reverence frequently shown to images of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary. … It is especially from the end of the sixteenth century that in 

the West the practice became widespread for the faithful, both religious and laity, to 

crown images of the Blessed Virgin. The popes not only endorsed this devout custom 

but “on many occasions, either personally or through bishop-delegates, carried out the 

coronation of Marian images.”2 

Even though our Catholic belief in Mary as the Queen of Heaven goes back centuries, it 

was given official approval on October 11, 1954, when Pope Pius XII wrote an 

encyclical titled, “To the Queen of Heaven.” In his encyclical the pope writes, “From the 

earliest ages of the Catholic Church a Christian people, whether in time of triumph or 

more especially in time of crisis, has addressed prayers of petition and hymns of praise 

and veneration to the Queen of Heaven. And never has that hope wavered which they 

placed in the Mother of the Divine King, Jesus Christ; nor has that faith ever failed by 
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which we are taught that Mary, the Virgin Mother of God, reigns with a mother’s 

solicitude over the entire world, just as she is crowned in heavenly blessedness with the 

glory of a Queen.” 

Also in his encyclical, the pope created the feast day of the Memorial of the Queenship 

of Mary on August 22nd. We also remember the Queenship of Mary every time we pray 

the fifth glorious mystery of the rosary, the Coronation. 

Meaning of the symbol of the crown 

So now that we have discussed some of the biblical and church history for giving Mary 

her title as Queen, what is the significance in giving her a crown? Again, to quote our 

Sister Jean, “Why put a crown on Mary’s head? The queen symbol was attributed to 

Mary because she is a perfect follower of Christ, who is the absolute ‘crown’ of 

creation…..The maid of Nazareth consented to God’s plan; she journeyed on the 

pilgrimage of faith; she listened to God’s word and kept it in her heart; she remained 

steadfastly in close union with her Son, all the way to the foot of the cross; she 

persevered in prayer with the Church. Thus in an eminent way she won the “crown of 

righteousness,” (2 Timothy 4:8) the “crown of life,” (James 1:12, Rev. 2:10) and the 

crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4) that is promised to those who follow Christ.” 3 

Reflection questions: 

 Why is Mary honored as Queen in our Catholic Church? 

 What does the crown symbolize? 
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